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What is Claimed Is: 

1 A circuit breaker comprising: 

a case including an opening; 

separable contacts housed within said case; 

an operating mechanism for opening and dosing said separable 
contacts, said operating mechanism including a pivot and at least one extension spnng 
for moving said operating mechanism to close said separable contacts; and 

an operating handle for operating said operating mechamsm, 
s^doperatrnghandleincludingafirst portion extending through the openingofsaid 

case and a second portion having at least one arm within said case, said at least one 
extension spring extending between said at least one arm and said prvot. 

2 The circuit breaker of Claim 1 wherein said at least one 
extension spnng .s a pair of extension spnngs; and wherein said at least one arm is a 
pair of arms, with each one of said extension spnngs extending between a 
corresponding one of said anns and said pivot. 

3 The circuit breaker of Claim 1 wherein said separable contacts 

have a closed position and an open position; wherem said operatmg mechanism 
further includesapairoflinkshaving an unbroken statecorrespondingtotheclose^ 

position of said separable contacts and a broken state; and wherein one of sa.d hnks 

pivots about said pivot. 

4 The circuit breaker of Claim 3 wherein said operatmg 
mechanism farther includes a trip mechanism; wherein sa,d separable contacts tUnher 
have a tripped open position; and wherein the broken state of said links conesponds to 

the tripped open position. . 

5 The circuit breaker of Claim 3 wherein said pivot is a first 
pivot- wherein said case has a second pivo, for said operating handle; and wherein 

aid operating mechanism fiirther includes a third link having a first end pivotally 
counted to .he second pivot of said case and a second end pivotally mounted to the 
first pivot of said operating mechanism. 

6 The circuit breaker of Claim 3 wherein said operating handle 
has an position corresponding to the open position of said separable contacts 
and a closed position corresponding to the closed position of said separable contacts. 
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and wherein ^id a. leas, one ex.ension spring extends as said opera.mg handle moves 
fton, .he open posi«on toward .he closed pos,.ion .hereof, in order .o load .he hrics of 

said operating mechanism. 

7. The circuit breaker of Claim 6 wherein said operating 
n^echanism further includes a movable contact arm; and wherein said separable 
contacts include a fixed contact, which is fixed within said case, and a movable 
contact, which is carried by said movable contact arm. 

8 The circuit breaker of Claim 6 wherein said operatmg 
mechanism farther includes a movable contact arm; wherein a first one of said links 
pivots about said pivot; wherein a second one of said links is pivotally mounted to 
said movable contact arm; and wherein said separable contacts include a fixed 
contact, which is fixed within said case, and a movable contact, which is earned by 

said movable contact arm. 

9 The circuit breaker of Claim 6 wherein said operatmg 
mechanism fiarther includes a trip mechanism; wherein said separable contacts fiarther 
have a tripped open position; and wherein the broken state of sa.d Hnks co.esponds to 

the tripped open position. 

10 The circuit breaker of Claim 9 wherein said operating 
mechanism fiarther includes a lock maintaining the unbroken state of sa.d links m the 
closed position of said separable contacts, said lock responding to said tnp 
mechanism and releasing said links to the broken state thereof 

11. The circuit breaker of Claim 1 wherein said circuit breaker is a 

telecommunication circuit breaker. 

12. A circuit breaker comprising: 
a case including an opening; 

separable contacts housed within said case, said separable 

contacts having a closed position and an open position; 

an operating mechamsm for opening and closing said separable 
contacts, said operating mechanism includmg a pivot and a pair of extension springs 
for moving said operating mechanism to close said separable contacts; and 

an operating handle for operating said operating mechamsm, 
said operating handle including a first portion extending through the opening of said 
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case and a second portion havmg a pair of arms within sa.d case, with each one of 
said extension springs extending between a correspondmg one of saM arms and smd 
pivot said operating mechanism further including pa.r of links having an unbroken 
state corresponding to the closed position of said separable contacts and a broken 
state, with one of said links pivoting about said pivot. 

13 The circuit breaker of Claim 12 wherein said operating 
„.echanism forther includes a trip mechanism; wherein said separable contacts further 
have a tripped open position; and wherein the broken state of said links corresponds to 

the tripped open position. 

14 The circuit breaker of Claim 12 wherein said operating 
mechanism further mcludes a reset lever pivotally mounted to said case; wherein said 
operating handle fiarther includes a tripped open position and an open position; and 
wherein said reset lever includes a first arm and a second arm, the arm of said 
operating handle engaging the first arm of said reset lever as said operating handle 
moves from the tripped open position to the open position thereof, said reset lever 
responsively pivoting and moving said second arm to engage and pivot said one of 
said links, in order to move said links from the broken state to the unbroken state 
thereof. 

15. The circuit breaker of Claim 12 wherein said pivot is a first 
pivot- wherein said case has a second pivot for said operating handle; and wherein 
said operating mechanism fiarther includes a third link having a first end pivotally 
mounted to the second pivot of said case and a second end pivotally mounted to the 

first pivot of said operating mechanism. 

16 The circuit breaker of Claim 12 wherein said operating handle 

has an open position corresponding to the open position of said separable contacts, 
and a closed position corresponding to the closed position of said separable contacts; 
and wherein said extension springs extend as said operating handle moves from the 
open position toward the closed position thereof, in order to load the links of said 

operating mechanism. 

17. The circuit breaker of Claim 1 6 wherein said operating 
mechanism fiirther includes a movable contact arm; wherein said one of said links is a 
first link; wherein a second link of said hnks is pivotally mounted to said movable 
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oontac. ann; »d wherein said separable co„,ac,s include a fxed eontae,, which is 
fixed wiMn said case, and a movable comae, which is carried by said movable 



contact arm. 

18 The circuit breaker of Claim 16 wherein sa,d operating 
mechanism turther includes a trip mechanism; wherein said separable contacts toher 
have a tripped open posiHon; and wherein the broken state of said links corresponds to 

the tripped open position. 

19 The circuit breaker of Claim 18 wherein said operating 
„.echanism farther includesalock maintaining the unhrokenstateofsaid links in^ 

closed position of said separable contacts, said lock responding to sa,d tnp 
mechanism and releasing said links to the broken state thereof. 
20. A circuit breaker comprising: 
a case including an opening; 

separable contacts housed within said case, said separable 
contacts having a closed position and an open position; ^..^we 

an operating mechanism for opening and closmg said separable 
contacts, said operating mechanism including a first pivot and a pair oni"^« 
anunbroken state corresponding to the closed position of said separable contacts and 
a broken state, with one of said links pivoting about said first pivot; 

an operating handle for operating said operating mechamsm, 
said operatinghandleincludingafirst portion extending through theopeningofsaid 

case, an elongated second portion within said case, a second pivot between the first 
and second portions, and an end portion on said elongated second portion, said end 

portion being opposite said first portion; and 

means for moving said operating mechanism to close said 
separablecontactsbyprovidingaforce between the end poriionofsaid operating 

handle and the first pivot of said operating mechanism. 

2 1 The circuit breaker of Claim 20 wherein said operating 
mechanism ftirther includes a third link having a first end pivotally mouiUed to the 
second pivot of said operating handle and a second end pivotally mounted to the first 
pivot of said operating mechanism.. 
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n Thecircuitbreakerof Claim 20 wheran .he firstporton of said 
o^.i„.ha„a,ei.™aaeorn,o.eap>as«c. and wHe.in.ee,o„.a,e<. second p„n,on 

°'--°-"rte:r:Xo,aai..Ow..e,„.en...o„o.a,d 

::r:.o:,,„d«a.s..ac.a„dw.e.„.ee.o.^^^^^ 

^ M» r^fthf^ first DOrtion of said operating handle, 
.econd s.de of the «,s. p^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ 

op«.i„.ha„d>e is ™ade of molded p.as.ic; a„d wherein *= elongated fitst and 
second arms of said operating handle are made of steel. 



